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I am pleased to write a report about another busy year at Harby C of E Primary.  The school continues to 

grow with 86 pupils now on roll.  Over the past year the Local Authority has supported the school with 

significant repairs to improve the safety of the building such as the replacement of the flat roof which 

covers the majority of the rear of the school and a new fire alarm detection system.  New perimeter 

fencing has improved the security of the site and further fencing is planned to complete this uniformly 

around the school.  New outdoor storage sheds have replaced, like for like, the old ones ensuring resources 

are accessible and improving the look and feel of the playground.  In addition, some new playground 

equipment has been installed and the children have enjoyed the roll bars, toadstool seats and marking on 

the playground.  There has been much discussion over the potential impact of the proposed local housing 

developments and how this may affect the school but consideration continues to take place with the Local 

Authority to ensure that we can maximise the space available in school to promote teaching and learning 

for all pupils.  As an old, beautiful, listed building we need to be careful with any alterations and physical 

school development and are mindful of that.  The Local Authority have recently applied for listed building 

consent to change a window to a door at the rear of the building which will enable free-flow continuous 

provision for some of our younger pupils in Year 1 and 2 and add a further fire exit route which will 

improve the safety of the building.  We will also be getting replacement windows at the rear of the building 

in keeping with the existing ones but they will add additional safety and security. The garden at the front of 

the building has been improved with a new maintenance regime and we are very pleased with this. 

This year was the second year of the new SATs assessments for pupils in Year 6 and Year 2.  Staff and pupils worked 

hard over the course of the year and took full advantage of training courses and support, particularly within our 

group of Vale schools.  This proved helpful for moderation purposes and to enable professional dialogue between 

colleagues.  Pupils in Year 6 and Year 2 achieved well in their SATs with results of a high standard.  Our progress was 

also good, showing that children had done well from their original starting points.  We were delighted to receive a 

congratulatory letter from Nick Gibb, Minister of State for School Standards, recognising the high level of attainment 

in reading and writing at Year 6.  Pupils in Reception also achieved well with 100% of pupils achieving a Good Level of 

Development – a very high standard indeed and significantly above national and local figures. 

All staff in school play their part in contributing to the children’s education and we are proud that we work together 

as a team.  Our successes are borne from an unwavering dedication to support pupils to be the best that they can 

be.  We achieve this by working together and supporting each other – celebrating our success and problem solving 

where we can make changes and improvements.   

This year, our children have experienced a wide range of different activities to enrich their learning.  Children in Year 

5 and 6 enjoyed a week long residential visit to the Isle of Wight.  They travelled down to Southampton where they 



enjoyed the ferry across.  During the week they visited Alum Bay, took a trip out around the Needles, visited 

Blackgang Chine, Carisbrooke Castle, Tapnell Farm, Osborne House, the Isle of Wight Steam Railway and a dinosaur 

expedition on the beach.  It was a very busy week and the children enjoyed many new experiences.  The school is 

grateful to the dedication and care of the staff in supporting pupils on residential visits. 

A highlight for Year 3 and 4 was when they visited Conkers.  This was a super day that enabled them to really 

challenge themselves to try new outdoor and adventurous activities.  They learnt about facing their fears, supporting 

and encouraging each other and trying new things as they experienced a KataKanu which is two parallel canoes 

joined by a flexible platform for stability.  The children enjoyed taking staff who were seated on the platform on a 

trip down the river!  They also tried the ‘Lo-Ropes’ which is a challenging climbing circuit that is suspended 10ft 

above the ground with a range of obstacles for the children to encounter as they move their way around the circuit.  

The children wore harnesses and safety equipment and were very brave – especially as it was a very windy day! 

Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 had a wonderful end to the summer term with a super visit to Hunstanton.  This was 

planned to support curriculum learning within the classroom and was a huge success.  Activities involved chips on 

the sea front, fun, games and exploration on the beach and a boat ride out to sea which enabled the children to see 

the lovely coastline.  We were so lucky to be supported by parents who were able to come with us and it was a super 

day. 

We have also enjoyed many events that involve parents and the wider community.  Services at St. Mary’s Church, 

such as Harvest and Christingle, were well attended and the children enjoy developing and performing pieces as part 

of this.  We put on a wonderful nativity at the Village Hall with super activing and singing and it really was a 

community feel with everyone joining in with the songs.  Throughout the year we are support tirelessly by The 

Friends of Harby School.  They work hard in planning and organising the Belvoir Challenge which is a tremendous 

event that has been running for 28 years.  This event brings parents, staff, pupils and the wider community together 

and is well known across the country – we had 1042 competitors this year, many who travelled a distance just to get 

here.  The funds raised by this event support the education of all pupils at Harby with new resources and 

opportunities and we are very grateful for their support.  

At the heart of our school are the pupils – that is what we are there for.  We are so lucky to have talented and 

dedicated staff, supportive and committed parents, hardworking and enthusiastic Governors – working together we 

are able to provide opportunities for pupils to motivate, encourage, support, challenge and nurture them.  Thank 

you to everyone who supports and contributes to our school.  It matters – and it makes a difference. 

Bridget Bye 

Headteacher 

 

 


